Canada and the French
It is not unnatural, then, that Rome has worried about
this problem and, with the Anglo-Irish bishops, is ready
and anxious to come to some agreement in Canada about
the various rites practised by different groups of Catholics
from countries in other parts of the old world.
While the Canadian Church is struggling with these
problems, the old Orange element from the North of
Ireland in Toronto and the anti-French element in Toronto
and the Maritime Provinces are getting ready to exert
themselves. As regards numbers, they may be fast losing
their position, but they still hold great power and financial
influence, and are daily becoming more bitter when they
see that the population of their old-world English country-
side of the Maritime Provinces has already become nearly
forty per cent French.
What will happen in the future is fascinatingly difficult
to imagine, but there is more than a possibility that there
will be much trouble, and it is equally certain that the
influence of Rome will be a great factor in whatever
develops. Though it is true that the Pope hardly ever
acts in regard to any country without asking the advice of
as many bishops from that country as possible, yet it is
only the College of Cardinals that has the real right to
give definite advice to the Pope and the only cardinal in
the College is a French-Canadian. His followers are
naturally unsympathetic to those other Catholics from
Central Europe, and from the British Isles.
Every bishop is bound to go every so many years to
Rome to tell the Pope what is going on in his diocese.
Rome, therefore, is well-informed of all die difficulties
and all the ill-feeling of which one can hear throughout
Canada. This is probably one reason why the Pope has set